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BMC Budget to be presented in
February last week:

Mumbai: The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation’s
budget for 2026-27 is scheduled to be presented in the last
week of February, civic sources said on Friday. A general
body meeting has been convened by the Mayor Ritu
Tawade on 16 February at 2.30 p.m. to appoint members to
four major committees. These include 26 members each to
the Standing Committee and the Improvement Committee,
26 members to the Education Committee, and 16 members
to the BEST Committee. Elections for the chairpersons of
the Standing Committee and the Education Committee are
expected to be held on February 20, while polls for the
Improvement Committee and the BEST Committee are
likely on 23 February. The BJP is reportedly considering
Prabhakar Shinde for the position of chairperson of the
Standing Committee. Apart from the elections of heads of
various committees, the civic administration is set to take
up crucial organisational decisions including the formal
declaration of the Leader of the House and the Leader of the
Opposition.

Raj ACBrecovers gold, silver and
cashinraids at clerk’s premises:

Jaipur: The Anti Corruption Bureau (ACB) Rajasthan has
unearthed unaccounted cash of around Rs 76 lakh, along
with more than 1 kg of gold, over 2 kg of silver and the
documents of houses and plots of land, from the Bikaner
premises of a Panchayati Raj Department clerk.

The tainted lower division clerk, Shubhkaran Parihar’s
premises were raided by five teams of ACB officials early
Friday morning to make the big seizure as further
investigation was still on, Director General of ACB Govind
Gupta said here this afternoon. The documents recovered
so far showed at least 17 hectares of agricultural land in the
name of the accused employee, and the assets-income
exceeded around 900 per cent to his known sources of
income. Gupta said a complaint about income and assets

disproportionate to unknown source of income was
received against the accused LDC Parihar. Following
indication of a prima facie case in initial inquiry in the
complaint, an FIR was lodged against the accused at the
ACB police station on Wednesday.

In a well-coordinated action, the five teams led by senior
bureau officers carried out raids at Parihar's premises in
different colonies of Bikaner city.

IMRAN MOJIB
Patna, 13 February

uring the ongoing

Budget Session of

the Bihar Assembly,

the Opposition has
been attempting to corner
the state government over
rising crime, particularly crimes
against women, questioning
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s
(Photo) claims of “good
governance.”

On Friday, the Legislative
Council reverberated with
slogans and protests as RJD
legislators strongly criticised
the Nitish government over
the deteriorating law and
order situation.

Former Chief Minister Rabri
Devi said people across the
state are suffering as the
government has failed to curb
crime. She demanded the
resignation of Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary,
stating that the BJP leader
had earlier promised to ensure
that criminals would be caught
within 24 hours or he would
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Bihar Oppn takes govt to task
over crimes against women

step down.

“No one is safe in Bihar
today. Murders, robberies, and
rapes are happening every
day. Whyisn't Samrat Choudhary
resigning?” she asked.

RJD leader Abdul Bari
Siddiqui also targeted the
government, claiming that
crime has increased significantly
since 2005. He said the number
of crime cases has risen from
1.52 lakh to 3.52 lakh during
the past 20 years of NDA rule.

He asserted that crime
figures have been steadily
rising and argued that these

statistics reflect a worsening
law and order situation under
the NDA government. Taking
a jibe, he remarked that if
thisis Mangal Raj,then Jungle
Raj was better.

Siddiqui also referred to a
tragic incident in Patna’s
Phulwari Sharif suburb, where
a girl fell from the rooftop of
a private coaching centre.

CPI-ML leader and former
Phulwari MLA Gopal Ravidas
alleged that the student’s
death was a case of murder
following assault. He claimed
that the girl was assaulted,

deliberately killed, and her
body thrown from the fourth
floorin an attempt to destroy
evidence.

Avideoclipof theincident
that went viral on social media
allegedly shows a few boys
going to the particular floor
and leaving shortly after the
girl fell, raising suspicion about
their possible involvement.

Taking the matter seriously,
Patna Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Kartikeya K.
Sharma visited the coaching
institute along with his team
and conducted a detailed
inspection of the scene. Police
have registered a case under
charges of murder and provisions
of the POCSO Act.

SSP Sharma confirmed that,
based on acomplaint lodged
by the victim’s family, an FIR
has been registered at the
Phulwari Sharif police station
under sections related to
murder and the POCSO Act.

Police have detained some
individuals for questioning,
though no official arrests have
been confirmed so far.
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Congwants MahaFDA
minister’shead amid
stafferbribery scandal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai, 13 February

The Congress lambasted the
Fadnavis government here
on Friday and demanded the
resignation of Food & Drug
Administration (FDA) Minister
Narhari Zirwal (photo) after
the state Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) sealed the office
of the minister inside the state
secretariat (Mantralaya) and
caught two employees
red-handed while taking bribes.
One official Rajendra
Dherange, who was caught
red handed inside the minister's
office said that the bribe was
accepted as per the instructions
of Food & Drug Administration
Minister Narhari Zirwal’s
private secretary Ramdas
Gade,whohasbeen arrested.
Incidentally, FDA Minister
Narhari Zirwal is a minister
from the Ajit Pawar-led NCP.
“If any connection to me is
found, Iwill resign 100 percent,”
Zirwal said, even as Congress
state president Harshvardhan

Sapkal demanded: “When it
comes to light that bribery is
going on openly in his office,
he should immediately resign
from the post of minister for
a fair investigation”.

Meanwhile, Congress leader
Nana Patole alleged that
corruption is thriving in all
the offices of the state
government. “Such corruption
isgoingoninevery department
of the government. However,
since Narhari Jhirwal is a
tribal, a trap was laid on him.
They are trying to show how
cleanthey are.Itis an obvious
factthatno signatureis made
without taking money in every
department of the government,”
Nana Patole said.

Congressalleges that Bishnoigang may have Maharashtragovt's support

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai, 13 February

Maharashtra state Congress
spokesperson Atul Londhe
sharply criticised the Fadnavis
government on Friday for
poor law and order, after a
spate of recent threats to
Bollywood celebrities like
Salman Khan, Ranveer Singh

World RadioDay: Have
‘experiencedpotentialofradio
first-hand,'says PMModi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 13 February

information, amplified
talent, and encouraged
creativity. This is a day to
acknowledge the efforts of
all those associated with
this medium.

Through #MannKiBaat, I
have experienced the
potential of the radio
firsthand in bringing out
the societal strength of our
people. This month’s

The World Radio Day on
Friday was marked with
tributes to radio as a
trusted and enduring voice
that continues to connect
people across geographies,
languages, and
generations. This year’s
theme, “Radio and
Artificial Intelligence: Al is
a tool, not a voice,” further
underscores the growing
role of technology in
broadcasting while
reaffirming the primacy of
human judgment and
credibility.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi extended greetings
on the occasion, describing
radio as a “timeless lifeline”
for remote communities
while recounting his own
journey in the
medium—that remains a
trusted companion for
people, whether in remote
villages or bustling cities.
Referring to his monthly
programme, Mann Ki Baat,
he talked of his experience
with the power of radio
firsthand and invited
citizens to share inputs for
the upcoming edition of
the programme.

“World Radio Day is
about celebrating a
medium that is a trusted
voice for people, be it in
remote villages or bustling
cities. For years, the radio
has delivered timely

programme will take place
on Sunday, 22 February. Do
share your inputs for the
programme,” he wrote on
‘X’. Launched by the Prime
Minister in October 2014
through All India Radio
(Akashvani), ‘Mann ki
Baat’ strategically
leveraged radio’s extensive
reach to connect with rural
and remote populations,
incorporating regional
languages and public
suggestions.

and Rohit Shetty from the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang.

Londhe also raised questions
about how jailed gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi (photo)
continues to operate with
impunity despite being behind
bars. “When Lawrence Bishnoi
is in prison, and you
(Fadnavis-led government)
are in power and control the
prison, he is still able to do
all these things.

Bishnoi may even have
the support of those within
the administration and political
circles. So whose failure is

this? Itis entirely the failure
of Devendra Fadnavis and
the Maharashtra government,”
Congress spokesperson Atul
Londhe said. “When the
Congress was in powet, strict
actions were taken against
extortion rackets and
underworld gangs in Mumbai
but the current government
has failed torein in criminal
elements despite repeated
incidents targeting high-profile
personalities. We have a
so-called powerful chief
minister, who also serves as
the home minister of the

state. Ensuring law and order
is his responsibility. But the
law and order situation is
deteriorating not only in
Mumbai but also in his
hometown Nagpur,” Atul
Londhe said. Incidentally,
Londhe criticism of the
Fadnavis government came
after Bollywood star Ranveer
Singh received a threat through
WhatsApp from unidentified
persons, earlier this week,
while an unidentified gunman
fired five rounds at filmmaker
Rohit Shetty's residence in
Juhu, for which a member

of the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang took responsibility.

“It seems like the state
government is short of ideas
and not in any position to
take strict action.

So they engage only in
Hindu-Muslim debates instead
of addressing the mainstream
issues of unemployment,
inflation or women’s safety,”
Londhe said.

“In fact, the failure of law
and order could be seen even
during election time. There
have been threats to film
stars like Salman Khan and

Ranveer Singh, besides
filmmaker Rohit Shetty. Shots
were fired at Salman Khan’s
house, and these things are
happening frequently, but
the government does not
have an answer to these
issues,” Londhe said.

Earlier this week, the
Mumbai police invoked the
Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA), 11 days after five
shots were fired at Bollywood
director Rohit Shetty’s residence
and arrested five people so
far.
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